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Hazelwood neighborhood – really early days

• Hazelwood
• Glenwood
• Glen Hazel
• Riverside or “Below 

the Tracks”

• Pre 1750 – Delaware, Iroquois, 
and Shawnee probable 
inhabitants

• 1758 – Treaty of Fort Stanwix 
transfers ownership from 
Iroquois to William Penn family, 
$10,000

• 1780 – first European settlers, 
from Scotland, settle in Scotch 
Bottom

• 1784 – John Woods, son of 
surveyor who worked for Penn 
family, builds stone house, 
inhabited by descendants until 
at least 1900 – now restaurant –
The Woods House



Hazelwood neighborhood – steel days

1859 – James Laughlin, Irish 
immigrant and banker, builds 
Eliza blast furnace on Mon River 
and beehive coke ovens in 
Hazelwood, across Mon from 
B.F. Jones steel works. Joins 
Jones in 1861 to form the 
American Iron Works, later Jones 
& Laughlin, or J&L, Steel 



Hazelwood growth – and decline



Hazelwood – post steel

• Brownfield
• Abandoned or underused land 

that is contaminated or perceived 
to be contaminated.

• Pittsburgh Technology Center, 2nd

Avenue – first Tax Increment 
Financing project in city and PA

Hazelwood LTV coke plant – officially closed in 2000. Hazelwood 
Initiative begun by residents for revitalization. Four Pittsburgh 
foundations buy the 178-acre site in 2002.



Impacts:  
Underinvested 
brownfield 
neighborhood



Planning in Hazelwood -- Let’s get studying



Planning in Hazelwood – the 
early rounds



RIDC and planning process



READY FOR THE NEXT 100 YEARS OF INNOVATION

2003 – Almono acquires siteJ&L Coke Works

2012  2014  



Site preparation – 2002 - 2017
• RIDC was the main developer 

from the time of the ALMONO 
purchase.

• TIF funds from URA used for 
cleanup and site preparation.

• Coke oven impacts – elevated 
levels of contaminants from 
heavy metals.

• Site elevated 2 – 10 feet, covered 
with excell fill.



Planning in Hazelwood – Community Asset Mapping, 2001 & 2011



Planning in Hazelwood:  Working Group Model



Greater Hazelwood 
Neighborhood Plan, 2019

• Community 
• Development
• Mobility
• Infrastructure
• Implementation



North Star Vision Statement



Hazelwood resident concerns

Community Priorities & Strategies, 
2019
• Address barriers to further education/training & 

employment.
• Address the neighborhood’s rates of addiction; 

high rates of asthma, diabetes, depression and 
anxiety.

• Prepare residents for employment 
opportunities.

• Design opportunities to foster community in 
Greater Hazelwood.

• Increase residents’ housing security.
• Promote physical activity in Greater Hazelwood.
• Improve access to fresh and healthy food.
• Address crime/perception of crime in the 

neighborhood. 

What would you change about the 
community? (Community Census 2014)



Slips and near misses

1,200 housing units, 3,000 jobs, $10 mil real estate taxes, 20 yr. TIF



Figure 4. Land Use in Hazelwood Planning and 

Zoning

Source: Pittsburgh Panning 

Website

Table 2.Legend for Figure 4.

Source: Pittsburgh Panning 

Website

Challenges remain



Success on the mill site



Will it meet the community?



Improving Inclusive Innovation Outcomes – 
i3o

•Newcastle Helix, UK
•Medellin, Colombia – 

Ruta-N
•Belfast, Northern 

Ireland, Titanic Quarter 
and more
•Hazelwood Green, 

Pittsburgh, PA, USA



Contact:
Sabina Deitrick
sabinad@pitt.edu

Thank you!
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