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Nomination Letter for Thomas Brambley 
ESWP STEM Educator of the Year 

December 26, 2022 
 
 
Tom Brambley is one of the most talented and creative STEM educators that I have met in my 10+ 
years of doing engineering outreach.  I have only worked with Tom, in his capacity a Supervisor of 
STEM Outreach for PACyber Schools, for just over a year but in that time, I have grown to 
appreciate his entrepreneurial spirit as well as his commitment to the students. 
 
PACyber Charter School is a statewide K-12 school with 9 regional offices and an enrollment of 
approximately 12,000 students.  PACyber has made a commitment to STEM learning for all 
students, and Tom – a math teacher – was hired to shepherd the program.  In his short tenure, he 
has begun to shape and implement the program.  He is a talented ‘maker’ and moves PACyber’s 
Mobile Fab Lab around the state to introduce students, and their parents, to the introductory tools 
of advanced manufacturing (laser cutters, 3D printers, vinyl cutters) – through programming that he 
has developed.  His effectiveness is enhanced by his ability to communicate and instruct participants 
of all age levels.  
 
Tom is also working hard to bring more STEM lessons into the classroom.  He is raising the bar by 
helping to develop learning outcomes with the eventual goal to tie STEM learning to the new 
Pennsylvania Standards for Technology and Engineering Education.  As a member of the 
Technology and Engineering Education Association of Pennsylvania (TEEAP), Tom is 
championing efforts to add academic rigor and accountability to STEM outreach. 
 
Here are some other highlights in support of Tom’s nomination for the ESWP STEM Educator of 
the Year award: 

• Technical & Professional Accomplishments:  Tom has been recognized for creating a 
computer science course that was ultimately shared with another school.  

• Academic (i.e. degrees, academic awards, positions): Tom was a high school math teacher, 
then he facilitated a cyber program, before he switched schools and ran all cyber learning 
(enrollment, choosing curriculum, ensuring students were graduating, encouraging students 
to catch up on work they were behind in- he was a one man show) 

• Professional (i.e. patents, publications, conferences presentations, significant technical 
developments): As a member of TEEAP, he is helping to raising the bar for the 
accountability of STEM education through the development of metrics and measurement of 
learning outcomes. 

• STEM Curriculum Development, Integration and/or Advancement: He is in the process of 
developing the PACyber Polytechic Academy.  The Academy has the charge to introduce all 
students to the engineering design process as well as engineering as a post-secondary career 
path. One key component along the growth trajectory of the Polytechnic Academy is the 
summer camp entitled: Virtual Engineering Exploration Experience.  This program engages 
9-12th graders from across the state. In 2022, the program (5 Days, 5 Challenges) introduces 
the participants to 5 global challenges and how engineers are helping to develop – and 
communicate - solutions. More than 40 students registered for the virtual camp. 



• Other Activities Promoting Awareness of STEM:  Tom was part of the inaugural escape 
extravaganza which was an event where students created their own escape rooms and 
brought them to a showcase and other students played them.  

• Religious, Fraternal or Other Social Organizations: Tom started a free wrestling club for the 
youth of our community through our church. Each practice session included a short bible 
study. It was called Redeemed Wrestling. 

Tom has a passion for education and a tireless commitment to the students.  His effectiveness is 
result of his ability to communicate and instruct students of all grade levels.  His communication 
skills are unique and not easily found in professionals that perform STEM outreach. Tom is more 
than a teacher – he intends to be a game changer.  He is tireless and strives to create better programs 
and trackable metrics.  Over the year, I have worked with countless engineering professionals as well 
as high education outreach professionals and, by many measures, Tom is simply the best.  I gain 
more respect for him every time we meet. 

I have great regard for Tom.  And, although I have known him for only a short time, I truly believe 
that he is the STEM educator that the ESWP seeks to recognize – one who embodies the mission to 
demystify engineering, emphasize the engineering design process and guide students to envision a 
post-secondary pathway into a STEM field.   

I am happy to provide any additional information, if so requested. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deborah A. Lange, PhD, PE (ret) 
ESWP Past President 


